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1 - 14. Cancelled. 

15 (Currently amended). A swimming aid device for wearing on the body and for providing 
buoyancy, comprising 

a size-variable element that can be adjusted to the body size and having a first, releasable 
closure means, whereby the variable body size adjnstmexxt can be set, 

at least one buoyancy element, wherein the buoyancy element conqnises filling material 
with buoyant granulates, flocks or beads; and 

a second^ releasable closure means that can be released without altering the set body size 
adjustment of the size-variable element, 

wherein said second, releasable closure means enables the swimming aid device to be put 
on and taken off conveniently and quickly without altering the body size adjustment of the 
swimming aid device and comprises a zip with a zip handle and a cover to secure protect the zip 
handle. 

16 (Previously presented). The swimming aid device according to claim IS, comprising a 
jacket, wherein the size-variable element, which can be adjusted to the body size, conq)rises 
body size adjustment in the hip and/or waist regions^ wherein the first, releasable closure means 
comprises an adjustable reclosable closure* 

17 (Previously presented). The swimming aid device according to claim 16, wherein the first, 
releasable closure means comprises lateral straps having hook-and-loop tapes. 

18 (Previously presented). The swinuning aid device according to claim 17, wherein the 
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lateral straps are closed toward the back of tiie jacket 

I 

I 

1 9 (Previously presented). The swimming aid device according to claim 1 6, wherein the 
jacket fiirther coniprises an uppest regjon, having a back part and a front part, and a variably 
adjustable arm cut out section comprising an adjustable reclosablc closure for variable 
adjustment on the back part and front part in the upper region of the jacket. 

20 (Previously presented). The swimming aid device according to claim 19, wherein the 
variably adjustable arm cut out section comprises a shoulder strap having hook-and-loop tape. 

21 (Previously presented). The swiauning aid device according to claim 15, wherein the size- 
variable element comprises a support sixap that is adjustable to tiie body size. 

22 (Previously presented). The swimming aid device according to claim 1 5, wherein the at 
least one buoyancy element is permanently integrated in the size-variable element. 

23 (Previously presented). The swimming aid device according to claim 1 5, wherein the 
device has front and rear parts, a chest side and a rear side, the device fiirther comprising one or 
more buoyancy elements having one of the following arrangements for controlling the buoyancy: 

one or more buoyancy elemraits provided on the front and rear parts of the size-variable 
element, or on front and/or rear parts of the size-variable element, wherein tfie buoyancy 
elements can themselves be opened and reclosed so that buoyant material can be removed or 
added; and 

a first buoyancy element that is attachable on the chest side next to a second buoyancy 
element on the rear side. 

24 (Pteviously presented). Tbe swimming aid device according to claim 23, wherein one or 

more buoyancy elements comprise cushions fiUed with buoyant material or panels of closed cell 
foam. 
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25 (Curretitly amended)* The swiimniiig aid device accordixxg to claim 2 1 , wherein the 
support strap comprises a closure point and a buoyancy element is attachable to the closure point 
with a further reclosable closure means so that the support strap is closed as an entire system and 
is secured prot e cted against accidental opening. 

26 (Previously presented). The swimming aid device according to claim 25, wherein the 
further reclosable closure means comprises hook-and-Ioop tape. 

27 (Previously presented). The swimming aid device according to claim 15, wherein Ihe size- 
variable element comprises chambers of water* and airtight material, filled with air, and foim 
buoyancy elements and guarantee buoyancy, optionally combined with oth^ buoyant materials. 

28 (Previously presented). The swimming aid device according to claim 21 , wherein the 
support strap can be releasably closed, with exact fitting, by means of a hook-and-loop closure 
or by means of another reclosable closure selected from the group consisting of buttons, tapes 
and cUcking closures. 

29 (Previously presented). The swimming aid device according to claim 28, wherein the 
support strap can be releasably closed in the chest region. 

30 (Previously presented). The swimming aid device according to claim 2 1 , further 
comprising a buoyancy element on the chest side and on the side facing toward the body, the 
buoyancy element having a first closure means for fastening to the support strap, and on the side 
facing away from the body has a second closure means as additional festening for an additional 
closure of the support strap c 

3 1 (Previously presented). The swimming aid device according to claim 30, wherein the first 
and second closure means each comprise a hook-and-loop closure. 

9 

32 (Previously presented). The swimmmg aid device according to claim 21, wherein ihe 



PAGE 7/17 ' RCVD AT 8/1012010 1 1:56:4S AM [Eastern Daylight fone] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF4i46 ' DN1S:2738300 ' CSID: * DURATION (iniiKS):02-20 



AUg'. 10. 2010 1 1:56AM 



NO. 0252 P. 8 



Application No. 10/593,664 6 Docket No.: 66250(70301) 

After Rnad Office Action of June 1 1 , 201 0 

t 

buoyancy element comprises a closed cell foam material and is axranged in one or more of the 
following forms: 

inserted as a fUling in the support strap; 

cut as panels to different shapes and releasably connected to the support strap; or 
as formed-foamed^ plastic or semi-plastic shapes or figures. 

33 (Previously presented). The swimming aid device according to claim 32, wherein the 
buoyancy element comprises a color. 

34 (Previously presented). The swimming aid device according to claim 15, wherein the size- 
variable element comprises a jacket or support strap and a plurality of buoyancy elements, which 
are covered with cloth material. 

35 ^Previously presented). The swimming aid device according to claim 34, wherein the 
jacket, support strap and/or the plurality of buoyancy elements are provided with imprints, 
embroidery^ iron-iron transfers and darts. 

36. Cancelled. 
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